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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (70 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-8.

10

15

20

ALASKA'S MELTING GLACIERS

I  Glaciers are huge masses of ice formed by the accumulation of snow on mountains over thousands
of years. The impressive glaciers of Alaska are known to most people, even if they've never been there.
However, visitors expecting to see beautiful glaciers may find only bare mountains in some places
because all the ice has melted and the water has flowed into the oceans. Unfortunately, climate change
is causing glaciers around the world to melt and gradually disappear. This is not only a loss of beauty:
for thousands of years, the glaciers of the world have helped keep the Earth cool and have prevented the

sea level from rising.

I Research has found that Alaska's glaciers are melting a hundred times faster than the rate
predicted in the past. In fact, glaciers everywhere are disappearing. Scientists believe that in the next
few decades the world's glaciers will probably melt so fast that the water flowing from them into the
oceans will cause the sea level to rise about 25 centimeters. This rise is one of the most serious results of
climate change and it will have a huge effect on society. Large areas of farmland will disappear under
the rising oceans. Also, millions of people around the world may be forced to migrate because of the
flooding of large coastal cities like New York and Tokyo. The consequences of these disasters may be
hunger and water shortages in the near future. Some researchers believe that Alaska's glaciers play an

especially important role in the rise of the sea level. This is because many of them are so close to the

ocean, where they melt even more quickly.

III Volunteers at the Glacier Visitor Center in Juneau, Alaska, use displays, lectures and videos
to teach about the dangerous effects of climate change. "People are shocked when they see a video
showing one glacier getting smaller and smaller over time," says John Shane, a volunteer at the Visitor
Center. "The videos make it clear that the glaciers are disappearing so quickly mainly because of
human-caused climate change. Therefore, we hope everyone realizes that the future of our planet mostly

depends on our actions today."
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QUESTIONS (70 points)

Answer questions 1-8 in English, according to the text. In questions 4 and 7, circle the number of
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the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.
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What do we learn in paragraph I?
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.. 1) How climate change affects the glaciers of Alaska.

>/
7
A

,.
Y5
\\

..1)  How people learn about glaciers.
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..iii) ~ What has caused climate change.
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Why most people have never seen glaciers.
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Where most of the world's glaciers can be found.
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Why might visitors to Alaska be disappointed? (paragraph I)
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3. Why are glaciers important? Give ONE reason. (paragraph I)
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According to paragraphs I and II, what will be one of the serious effects of climate change?
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(i) Melting glaciers will make the Earth cooler.
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(i) The rising sea level will force many people to leave their homes.
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(iii) The largest cities in Alaska will be flooded.
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(iv) Millions of people will migrate to New York City and Tokyo.
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The disasters described in lines 12—14 will have TWO consequences. What are the TWO consequences?

(paragraph II)

ANSWER- ..ottt s

Alaska's glaciers are near the ocean.

What effect does this have? (paragraph II)

ANSWER: .o

In paragraph III we are told about ().

(i) the future of the Glacier Visitor Center

(ii) the dangers of visiting the Alaskan glaciers

(ii1) the actions we can take to prevent climate change

(iv) the different ways visitors learn about the Alaskan glaciers

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. (paragraph III)

John Shane hopes people understand that ............ccocceevieiiiniinienienieeeen.
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